Greetings from Fort Winnebago
Surgeons Quarters -

a historic site and museum in
Portage, Wisconsin, listed on
the National Register of Historic
Places!

Who We Are

For nearly 70 years, Fort Winnebago
Surgeon's Quarters (FWSQ) has been
welcoming visitors and sharing the
story of Wisconsin’s first settlers, the
North American fur trade, and Federal
Indian policy. FWSQ is owned and
operated by the Wisconsin Society
Daughters of the American Revolution
(WSDAR), a volunteer women's service
organization dedicated to historic
preservation, patriotism, and
promoting education through local
community initiatives.

On Portages and Paddlers

FWSQ is located at an important spot
geographically. The city of Portage is
situated between two rivers; the Fox
River, which flows north towards Green
Bay, and the Wisconsin River, which
flows south into the Mississippi River.
For thousands of years, this waterway
enabled Native people to travel across
what is today Wisconsin.

In the early 1600s, European explorers
began crossing between the rivers at
Portage. Some of the most well known
are Marquette and Jolliet who mapped
the Fox-Wisconsin Waterway during
their 1673 expedition. The insights they
gathered would benefit the fur traders
and settlers that established their
homes and businesses in this area.

As the fur trade industry grew, traffic
increased along the rivers. The portage
made it possible to navigate from the
Mississippi River to Quebec by water.
Soon, industries such as lumber,
construction, and agriculture would
begin using the rivers to transport
goods, and were aided by the
construction of the Portage Canal
which opened in 1851.

Still, the canal required many
improvements and could not
accommodate larger steamboats until
1876. By the 1880's, railways had
overtaken the rivers as the primary
method of transportation for
commercial goods.
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Upcoming Events

Old Military Road 5K at Portage Levee
Walk
Saturday, September 7th, 9:00AM

Fall History Day at FWSQ
Saturday, September 21, 10:00AM-4:00PM

Ghost Hunting with Paranormal
Encounters at FWSQ
Saturday, September 21, 7.00PM

As commercial traffic waned,
recreational use of the rivers increased.
In a 1959 article from the Portage Daily
Register, author Dorothy McCarthy
describes yachts cruising on the Fox
River and excursionists picnicking
along the shore, playing games, fishing
and relaxing.

Today the rivers are still active with
recreational use, including boating,
fishing, swimming, sailing, and
paddling. For those who are interested
in exploring the area by water, we
invite you to check out the City of
Portage's new accessible canoe and
kayak launch, located on Highway 33
across from FWSQ. While you are in the
neighborhood, feel free to stop in for a
tour and learn more about the
significance of this “water highway”
and how it connects to our local, state,
and national history.
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