Greetings from Fort Winnebago
Surgeons Quarters -

a historic site and museum in
Portage, Wisconsin, listed on
the National Register of Historic
Places!

Who We Are

For nearly 70 years, Fort Winnebago
Surgeon's Quarters (FWSQ) has been
welcoming visitors and sharing the
story of Wisconsin's first settlers, the
North American fur trade, and Federal
Indian policy. FWSQ is owned and
operated by the Wisconsin Society
Daughters of the American Revolution
(WSDAR), a volunteer women's service
organization dedicated to historic
preservation, patriotism, and
promoting education through local
community initiatives.

“How Does Your Garden
Grow?"

This spring, we are excited to introduce
the new Medicinal Garden at Fort
Winnebago Surgeons Quarters. This
permanent outdoor installation
introduces visitors to the history of
early American frontier medicine in an
engaging and hands-on way.
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The project was inspired by the
‘Officer’'s Gardens' at Fort Winnebago-
which provided fresh produce to
supplement the soldiers’ diets of
preserved foods. The FWSQ medicinal
garden expands on this idea by
specifically featuring plants that would
have been used in natural remedies
and the development of early drugs.
During the Colonial Period, many
families started their own home
gardens with medicinal plants to treat
common ailments - a pattern that
continued through the 19th Century.

Plans for the project began in 2022, and
was made possible by a generous grant
from the Wisconsin Hardy Plant Society,
with additional support from individual
donors. Planting began in fall of 2023,
with the final touches added this

spring.

As we welcome the first visitors of the
season, we are already starting to see
the potential of the garden to engage a
wide audience with diverse interests
and needs.
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School Tour Season 2024

School Tour season has finally begun! We
are excited to welcome area students for
tours of Fort Winnebago Surgeons
Quarters and the Garrison School.

As of this issue, we will host over 235
students, as well as teachers and
chaperones from 5 local schools. We are
thrilled for the opportunity to bring our
state and national history to life for young
audiences, in an interactive and
meaningful way.

Thanks to generous support from the
Kohler Foundation and Americana Corner
Foundation, we are able to assist schools
with transportation costs, and provide
students with free admission. Students
will also receive goody bags with
additional educational materials.

Thank you for your support of Wisconsin
History!

During a recent school field trip,
students learned about the properties
of current seasonal flora like foxglove,
yarrow, and plantain. The lesson was
enhanced by the opportunity to see,
smell, touch, and even taste the plants.

We look forward to the many ways that
this addition will support our mission
by highlighting the medical and
agricultural collections of FWSQ and
realizing the experiences of the people
who lived at Fort Winnebago.

VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT FORTWINNEBAGOSURGEONSQUARTERS.ORG
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