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Signature quilts were often given as
gifts, and were typically made by a
group of people to commemorate a
special occasion in the life of the
recipient, or a close friendship. Quilts of
this style are important not only for
their artistic and functional value, but
as primary historic documents,
according to the online resource, Quilt
Index. “In some cases, signature quilts
are the only material evidence that
documents the names of individuals
who have a relationship to each other.”

The 1840’s were considered the height
of popularity for signature friendship
quilts. During this period, many
families were moving west and there
was a high likelihood that they would
never see their friends and family
again. Signature quilts were a way to
preserve the memory of distant loved
ones.

Greetings from Fort Winnebago
Surgeons Quarters - 
a historic site and museum in
Portage, Wisconsin, listed on
the National Register of Historic
Places! 

For nearly 70 years, Fort Winnebago
Surgeon's Quarters (FWSQ) has been
welcoming visitors and sharing the
story of Wisconsin’s first settlers, the
North American fur trade, and Federal
Indian policy. FWSQ is owned and
operated by the Wisconsin Society
Daughters of the American Revolution
(WSDAR), a volunteer women’s service
organization dedicated to historic
preservation, patriotism, and
promoting education through local
community initiatives.
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School Tour Season 2024

This snowy Wisconsin winter is the
perfect time to highlight one of the
many ways settlers stayed warm
during the colder months- snug under
the layers of a hand-pieced quilt. At
FWSQ, we steward a diverse collection
of textiles, including a variety of quilts
that demonstrate different materials
and techniques. A favorite among staff
and visitors alike is our signature quilt,
which was on display in the cabin
during our 2023 season.

This particular quilt bears the inscription,
“Presented to Mrs. Electa J. Johnson by the

Young Ladies and Gentlemen of
Middlesmithfield ‘Penn’ January 22nd 1847”.

According to her obituary, Electa married
Rev. B Johnson in 1832 and “entered with
loving zeal upon her work as a minister’s
wife…”. Together, they served churches in
New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, and
finally Wisconsin. As the wife of a minister
in 19th Century society, Electa would have
supported her husband’s work by
modeling high moral standards while
also serving as a spiritual leader in the
church and community organizations.
Within this context, we can safely assume
that Electa was a valued member of her
community, enough to receive such a
thoughtful gift.

Our 2024 tour season begins May 15th!
We encourage you to come visit, learn
more about our quilt collection and see
what textiles are on display.

‘Seams’ from the Past

As spring approaches, we are preparing
to welcome student groups from across

Southern Wisconsin to FWSQ. In order to
increase access to our educational

programming, we are seeking support to
cover the cost of student admission for
400-600 students and a small gift bag.

Additionally, we would like to help cover
transportation expenses to lessen the

financial impact on schools. 

If you or someone you know would like
to support this initiative, please contact
our Executive Director, Emma Everitt at

fwsq.director@gmail.com. 

Thank you for your support of our
students and sharing Wisconsin history!


